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IREDELL COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
REGULAR  MINUTES  
FEBRUARY  20, 2007               
                                             
           The  Iredell County Board of Commissioners met in Regular Session on Tuesday,    
February 20, 2007, at 7:00 P.M., in the Iredell County Government Center (Commissioners’ 
Meeting Room), 200 South Center Street, Statesville, NC. 
 

Present were: 
Chairman Marvin Norman 

Vice Chairman Sara Haire Tice 
Steve  Johnson 
Ken Robertson 

Godfrey Williams 
 
          Staff present:   County Manager Joel Mashburn, County Attorney Bill Pope, Deputy 
County Manager Susan Blumenstein, and Clerk to the Board Jean Moore. 
 
  CALL TO ORDER by Chairman Norman  
    

                        INVOCATION by Commissioner Johnson 
         
            PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  
 
           ADJUSTMENTS OF THE AGENDA:   The following agenda adjustment  was  
approved. 
 
Addition:  Closed  Session Pursuant to G.S. 143-318.11 (a) (3) - Legal    
 

APPOINTMENTS  BEFORE  THE  BOARD 
 

David Swann Provides an Update On Crossroads Behavioral Healthcare & Requests 
Approval of the  2007-2010 Local Business Plan:    Mr. Swann presented highlights from a 27-
page report regarding the area mental health, developmental disabilities and substance abuse 
authority.   Swann said Crossroads achieved a three-year national accreditation in 2006.  He said a 
new program, MAJORS, was created recently by the General Assembly, and its purpose was to 
assist adjudicated juveniles in obtaining intensive substance abuse services.  Mr. Swann said the 
Crisis Recovery Center recently reopened after being closed in June of 2006. 

 
Mr. Swann then reviewed a 47-page Local Business Plan needing submission to the state 

office by March 31, 2007.  He said the Crossroads Board of Directors, and the commissioners in 
Surry and Yadkin Counties, had already approved the three-year plan. 

 
MOTION by Commissioner Williams to adopt the resolution for the 2007-2010 Local 

Business Plan. 
 
VOTING:  Ayes – 5; Nays – 0. 
 

JOINT RESOLUTION OF 
THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF IREDELL COUNTY, THE BOARD OF 

COMMISSIONERS OF SURRY COUNTY & 
THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF YADKIN COUNTY CONFIRMING APPROVAL OF 

THE 2007-2010 LOCAL BUSINESS PLAN 
OF 

CROSSROADS BEHAVIORAL HEAL THCARE 
THE AREA MENTAL HEALTH, DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES AND SUBSTANCE ABUSE 

AUTHORITY 
WHEREAS, Session Law 2001-437 amended Chapter 122 of the North Carolina General Statutes 

relating to the provision of mental health services to the citizens of the State of North Carolina and 
provided for the phasing in of the implementation of mental health system reform at the state and local 
level; and,  

 
WHEREAS, North Carolina General Statute 122C-2, as amended, provides that it is the policy of 

the State of North Carolina to assist individuals with needs for mental health, developmental disabilities, 
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and substance abuse services in ways consistent with the dignity, rights, and responsibilities of all North 
Carolina citizens; and,  

 
WHEREAS, North Carolina General Statute 122C-2 further provides that within available 

resources, it is the obligation of State and local government to provide mental health, developmental 
disabilities, and substance abuse services through a delivery system designed to meet the needs of clients 
in the least restrictive, therapeutically most appropriate setting available and to maximize their quality of 
life; and,  

 
WHEREAS, North Carolina General Statute 122C-2 further provides that it is further the 

obligation of State and local government to provide community-based mental health services; and,  
 
WHEREAS, North Carolina General Statute 122C-112.1(3) provides the Secretary of the North 

Carolina Department of Health and Human Services (NCDHHS) statutory authority to establish criteria 
for the submission of Local Business Plans by the Local Managing Entity; and,  

 
WHEREAS, Crossroads Behavioral Healthcare has created a strategic Local Business Plan 

developed through a collaborative partnership between Crossroads Behavioral Healthcare, consumers 
and families, local government officials, and other public and private organizations; and,  

 
WHEREAS, Iredell County, Surry County and Yadkin County are the counties that now constitute 

Crossroads Mental Health, Developmental Disabilities and Substance Abuse Area Authority.  
 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED JOINTLY BY THE BOARDS OF COUNTY 

COMMISSIONERS OF IREDELL COUNTY, OF SURRY COUNTY, AND OF YADKIN COUNTY AS 
FOLLOWS:  
 

Pursuant to North Carolina General Statute 122C-112.1 (3), the Counties of Iredell, Surry and 
Yadkin adopt this Local Business Plan created by Crossroads Behavioral Healthcare. 

* * * * * 
 

Pattie Marshall, a Member of a South Iredell Growth Study Commission, Presents “A 
Petition to Reduce Brawley School Road Traffic”:  Marshall indicated that 2400 people had 
signed a petition requesting the reduction of traffic on the Brawley School Road.   She said, “We   
are aware that the road construction project is not under your control, but we urge you to take 
action on items that are under your control or that you can influence, by all available means, such 
as, reducing building permits, putting in a turn lane at Oak Tree and Brawley School Road, and 
staggering school start times.”  Ms. Marshall said the suggestions could be discontinued when the 
road  widening project was finished.  In reference to paying for the turn lane, she said it was her 
understanding that state discretionary funding could be used.   

 
Ms. Marshall distributed a copy of the petition to each board member, and requested that it  

be considered at the Winter Planning Session when the Growth Management Study was reviewed.      
 

----------------------------------------------------CONSENT AGENDA----------------------------------------- 
 
  MOTION by Commissioner Williams to approve the following ten consent agenda items. 
 
            VOTING:  Ayes – 5; Nays – 0.  
 

(Consent agenda items were explained during the five o’clock meeting.) 
    
1.   Request from the Iredell-Statesville School Board for the Adoption of a Resolution in 
Support of Recommendations made by the House Select Committee on Public School 
Construction Funding Presented to the General Assembly on January 24, 2007:  Dr. Kenny 
Miller, with the Iredell-Statesville Schools, discussed this resolution at the briefing session.  The 
board approved the resolution contingent upon a stipulation that “with revenues distributed on an 
ADM basis” be added into the document.   (Additional information may be found in the five 
o’clock minutes.) 
 
The approved resolution is as follows:   
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RESOLUTION  
IN SUPPPORT OF RECOMMENDATIONS MADE BY THE HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON 

PUBLIC SCHOOL CONSTRUCTION FUNDING PRESENTED TO THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY ON 
JANUARY 24, 2007 WITH REVENUES DISTRIBUTED ON AN ADM BASIS 

 
 WHEREAS, providing a better and safer learning environment for our children is a pressing need 
in the State of North Carolina, and in Iredell County; and    

 
 WHEREAS, over the next five years, North Carolina faces over $9.9 billion in school construction 
needs, and Iredell County faces $149,000,000 in school construction needs; and 

 
 WHEREAS, class size reduction from North Carolina and federal initiatives require 
commensurate space at existing public school facilities, and North Carolina Public Schools have made 
space for North Carolina’s expansion of More at Four and Smart Start pre-Kindergarten, and Federal 
mandates from the No Child Left Behind (NCLB) Act and Individuals with Disabilities Education Act 
(IDEA) for individual and small group instruction thereby placing additional burdens on North Carolina’s 
public school facilities; and 
 
 WHEREAS, inadequate facility funding and explosive student growth prohibits North Carolina 
Public Schools from providing adequate classroom space, resulting in the use of mobile units and 
deteriorating facilities that pose health and safety hazards for students and personnel, leaking roofs, 
antiquated ventilation, and cramped classrooms, without sufficient funding for replacement and/or repairs; 
and 

 
  WHEREAS, the Iredell-Statesville School System is currently using 62 mobile units (190 
classrooms); and 
 
  WHEREAS, public school construction costs have increased by 47% since 2000 which continues 
to increase along with public school facility needs; and 
 
  WHEREAS, a statewide school bond referendum is an investment in public school facilities that 
will provide replacement or repair of deteriorating buildings, accommodate student growth, decrease the 
need for mobile units, retrofit school facilities for 21st century technologies, improve working conditions for 
teachers to help address North Carolina’s teacher shortage, and provide a safe learning environment for 
North Carolina’s students. 
 
  NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED THAT THE: 
 
  Iredell County Board of Commissioners adopts this Resolution in support of the recommendations 
made by the House Select Committee on Public School Construction Funding as presented to the General 
Assembly on  January 24, 2007, with revenues distributed on an ADM basis. 
 
  It is further resolved and ordered that a copy of this Resolution be sent to The Honorable Michael 
F. Easley, Governor of North Carolina, Dr. June St. Clair Atkinson, the Superintendent of Public Instruction, 
the current members of the North Carolina General Assembly, and the North Carolina State Board of 
Education. 
 

  This, the 20th day of February, 2007. 
* * * * * 

2.      Request for Approval of the January 2007 Refunds and Releases:  Tax Administrator 
Bill Doolittle requested approval of the following refunds and releases.  He mentioned that year 
2007 tax notices would be mailed to property owners on March 20.     
 

JANUARY 2007 TAX RELEASES & REFUNDS
   Releases    Refunds

County $18,339.65 1,251.01 
Solid Waste Fees 1,027.00 0 
East Alexander Co. Fire #1 0 0 
Shepherd’s Fire # 2 80.42 15.52 
Mount Mourne Fire # 3 24.68 37.33 
All County Fire # 4 1,045.67 788.09 
Statesville City 1,098.34 860.70 
Statesville Downtown  23.22 0 
Mooresville Town 7,197.61 169.55 
Mooresville Downtown 0 0 
Mooresville School 1,178.99 44.50 



 4

Love Valley 0 0 
Harmony 8.06 0 
Troutman 53.67 0 
                     Total 30,077.31 $3,166.70 
A complete list, of the individual tax releases and refunds, is hereby incorporated 
into the minutes by reference.    
   
 3.    Request for Approval of Budget Amendment #29 to Recognize Additional North 
Carolina Department of Transportation Rural Operators Assistance Program Funds of 
$77,383  & for Appropriation to Expenditure Line Items:   Transportation Director Ben 
Garrison said grants for $25,352 (elderly/disabled services funds) and $52,031 (rural general 
funds)  were recently received, and the money needed to be applied towards providing additional 
transportation services (salaries, supplies, and vehicle maintenance/repairs.)   

 
4.     Request from the Sheriff’s Department for Approval of Budget Amendment #30 for 
the Appropriation of Seized Funds to Purchase an Evidence Storage System at the Hwy. 21  
site ($44,000) and an Upgrade to the Microfilm Imaging Machine ($19,000):  Captain Jimmie 
Craven, with the Sheriff’s Department, said crime evidence had to be stored at the jail annex 
necessitating the purchase of a storage system, and that a microfilming upgrade (compatibility for 
DVDs) was needed.  He requested that both items be purchased out of seized funds.       

 
5.         Request for the Awarding of a Video Arraignment Contract to VUGATE in the 
Amount of  $60,679  (Project will enable communication between the Mooresville Courts & 
the Iredell County Jail):   Purchasing Agent Dean Lail  said VUGATE (a company specializing 
in multimedia networking communication) had reconfirmed a $60,679 quote for a video 
arraignment system.  He said there was only one VUGATE representative in North Carolina, and 
this limited the available bids.  Lail said compatibility and integration with the system already in 
use (Statesville court facilities to Jail) was crucial, and for this reason, the staff recommended 
approval to purchase the system from VUGATE.  He said the General Statutes authorized local 
governments to award contracts without bidding when “standardization or compatibility was an 
overriding consideration.” 

 
 6.         Request for Review and/or Concurrence with Amendments to the Procedures 
Currently in use when Evaluating Release of Jurisdiction Cases:   Acting Planning Director 
Steve Warren said that at a past meeting, the board requested information regarding possible 
procedural changes for release of jurisdiction requests and for there to be a focus on providing 
adequate public notice.  He then reviewed the current procedures and the proposed changes.  
Warren said release of jurisdiction requests were policy decisions, and they did not require 
ordinances or ordinance amendments.     
 
The current release of jurisdiction procedures are summarized as follows:  

1. A property owner (or applicant) submits to the planning staff:  
a. A letter requesting release of zoning and subdivision jurisdiction which includes 

parcel numbers and the proposed use of the property;  
b. A map of the property;  
c. A letter from the Town Clerk stating the water and sewer provisions to the property 

being considered for release has been approved, when it was approved, and if an 
annexation petition was filed;  

d. A copy of the minutes from the Town Board meeting when the approval was given.  

2. Planning staff prepares a report which includes:  
a. Property description, zoning, land use, traffic counts, watershed regulations, and 

zoning history;  
b. Staff opinion about the release and how the County Land Use Plan addresses future 

land use of this area;  
c. Maps of the property to illustrate aspects of the staff report;  

3. The Planning Director reviews the staff report and if satisfied with the contents, forwards the 
release of jurisdiction report to the County Manager.  

a. The County Manager reviews and if he chooses, can make comments on the cover 
sheet.  
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b. Copies of the release of jurisdiction report are then included as part of the Board of 
Commissioners agenda package for consideration at the next meeting.  

4. The Board of Commissioners reviews the request at the pre-agenda meeting and the decision 
is made to:  

a. Place the release of jurisdiction on the consent agenda.  
b. Schedule the release of jurisdiction report on the regular agenda.  

5. After the Commission action, planning staff notifies the staff of the Town regarding the 
Commission decision.  

 
Approved Changes to the release of jurisdiction procedures are as follows:  

1. Notification to adjoining property owners:  
a. Letters are sent to adjoining property owners by staff advising them 

of the request and the date when the request will be considered by the 
Board of Commissioners;  

b. A sign similar in size but with different copy is posted on the property 
proposed for release of jurisdiction;  

c. A notice of the release of jurisdiction is advertised in the local 
newspaper at least 10 days prior to the date of a public hearing to 
receive public comments.  

2. Other  procedural changes:  
a. Obtain a letter from the planning department taking jurisdiction 

acknowledging the request and offering comment.  
b.  $375 Fee for Consideration of Release of Jurisdiction Requests 
c.  15 working days will be allowed to review the requests (from  
     application deadline to appearance on commissioners’ agenda) 
d.  Changes to be effective as of March 1, 2007 

      
7.    Request from James Myers Knox and Bobby Ray & Lisa Carver for the Release of  
Zoning/Subdivision Jurisdiction to the Town of Mooresville of 67.18 Acres (Location:  2104 
& 2118  Triplett Road, Mooresville, NC):  Acting Planning Director Steve Warren explained 
this request.  Due to the staff’s recommendation for approval, and the Town of Mooresville’s plan 
to annex the site in June of this year, the board placed the request on the consent agenda.   
 

The staff report is as follows:    
 
 OWNERS:  James Myers Knox  

2104 Triplett Road Mooresville, NC 28115  
 

                         Bobby Ray & Lisa Carver  
                         2118 Triplett Road Mooresville, NC 28115  
 
LOCATION: 2104 & 2118 Triplett Road, in Mooresville, NC, more specifically PIN#s 4669-84-8011 
& 4679-03-1607    Directions: Highway 115 south, left on Mazeppa Road, left on Triplett Road, on 
left.  

REQUESTED ACTION AND CONDITIONS: Release Zoning and Subdivision Jurisdiction to the 
Town of Mooresville.  

PROPOSED USE: The proposed use for the properties is single-family residential. The proposed 
density is 2.78 homes per acre.  

SIZE: The proposed area to be rezoned is 67.18 acres.  

EXISTING ZONING: The property is currently zoned Residential Agricultural.  

EXISTING LAND USE: Residential.        

SURROUNDING LAND USE: Vacant, commercial, farm land, church, and residential.  
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WATERSHED REGULATIONS: This property is not located in a watershed area.  

TRAFFIC: The traffic count for this section of Triplett Road is 2,900 average daily trips.  

ZONING HISTORY: This property has been zoned RA since countywide zoning in 1990.  

STAFF COMMENTS: This request meets the criteria for a release of zoning and subdivision 
jurisdiction. The proposed use of the property is for single-family residential uses at 2.78 homes per 
acre. On December 4, 2006, the Town of Mooresville agreed to the extension of water and sewer to 
these parcels and will consider the property for annexation in June of 2007. The proposed use for this 
property in the County Land Use Plan is residential. Although the proposed density for the property is 
approximately 1/3 greater than what the county would allow, there are no major traffic issues in this 
area. Also, the Town of Mooresville owns the adjacent property, which is already in the town's 
extraterritorial jurisdiction. The staff recommends in favor of this release of jurisdiction.  

                            
8.     Request from the Rural Economic Development Center for Approval of a Revised 
Performance Agreement between Pratt Industries & the County:   Deputy County Manager 
Susan Blumenstein and David Hartigan (grant administrator) explained that the Rural Economic 
Development Center had requested changes to this agreement.  Blumenstein said the “start date” 
needed to be eliminated and replaced by “substantial completion date.”   
 
 Hartigan said Pratt Industries had already signed the revised agreement.  He said the 
revision actually benefited Pratt since additional time would be available to create the ten jobs 
required for the grant funds. 

 
9.     Request for Approval of an Agreement with Municipal Engineering Services 
Company, PA Regarding Site Suitability and a Permit to Construct a 
Construction/Demolition Landfill on the Harmon Property:    Solid Waste Director David 
Lambert said RFPs were recently obtained for engineering services, and Municipal Engineering 
was retained.  He said the company was reputable and had worked with the county for about 20 
years.  Lambert recommended approval of the agreement, not to exceed $300,000.00, allowing 
the company to evaluate the 80-acre tract (Harmon property/Fanjoy Road) for the proposed 
construction/demolition landfill.   
 
10.   Request for Approval of the February 6, 2007 Minutes 
 
--------------------------------------END OF CONSENT AGENDA----------------------------------------- 

       
 

APPOINTMENTS TO BOARDS & COMMISSIONS 
 

Board of Health (1 appointment):  MOTION   by Commissioner Robertson to postpone   
this appointment until the March 6 meeting. 

 
VOTING:  Ayes – 5; Nays – 0. 

 
Adult Care Home Community Advisory Committee (5 appointments):  MOTION  by 

Commissioner Tice to postpone these five appointments until the March 6 meeting.  
 
 VOTING:  Ayes – 5; Nays – 0. 

  
Nursing Home Advisory Committee (2 appointments):    Commissioner Tice nominated 

Joyce Feimster Lambert. 
 
MOTION by Chairman Norman to appoint Lambert by acclamation and to postpone the 

remaining appointment until the March 6 meeting. 
 
VOTING:  Ayes – 5; Nays – 0. 
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         Animal Grievance Committee  (1 appointment):   Commissioner Williams nominated               
D. J. Loyd.   
 
          MOTION   by Chairman Norman to appoint Loyd by acclamation. 
 
           VOTING:  Ayes – 5; Nays – 0. 

 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

 
APPRECIATION EXTENDED TO PATTIE MARSHALL & OTHER SOUTH 

IREDELL RESIDENTS FOR THE PETITION REGARDING BRAWLEY SCHOOL 
ROAD TRAFFIC:   Commissioner Robertson thanked the citizens from south Iredell who had 
earlier in the meeting presented a petition about the Brawley School Road traffic and other issues.  
He said the individuals had attended the growth management meetings, they were knowledgeable 
about the issues, and they had presented their request in a courteous and uncomplaining manner.      
         
 PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD (No one requested to speak.) 
    
 COUNTY MANAGER’S REPORT:  County Manager Mashburn presented a written 
activity report and reminded the board members about the Winter Planning Session beginning on  
Friday, February 23 at 8 A.M. 
 
 CLOSED SESSION:  At 7:30 P.M., Commissioner Tice made a MOTION to enter into 
closed session for the purpose of reviewing legal matters pursuant to G.S. 143-318.11 (a) (3). 
 
 VOTING:  Ayes – 5; Nays – 0.  
 
 (RETURN TO OPEN SESSION AT 7:50 P.M.) 
      

ADJOURNMENT:    MOTION  by Commissioner Robertson at 7:50 P.M. to adjourn the 
meeting.  (NEXT MEETING:  Friday, February 23, 2007 (8 A.M.-5 P.M.) for the first day of the 
Winter Planning Session at the Agricultural Resource Center, 444 Bristol Drive, Statesville, NC  
28677.        
 
 VOTING:  Ayes – 5; Nays –  0. 

 
 
 
 

Approval:  _____________________________            _________________________________ 
                                           Clerk to the Board       


